
NetLibrary – Quick Guide 
 
NetLibrary offers a comprehensive collection of electronic books (eBooks). Users can access a wide range of 
research, reference, and reading materials directly from within the library’s website or remotely via the web. 
NetLibrary is useful for accessing eBooks 24/7 from anywhere you have access to an internet equipped 
computer. 
 
When accessing from within the library’s website, you will not need a user account to search for or view 
electronic materials. For remote use, you will need to establish a NetLibrary account from within a library 
computer. Simply log in on a library computer, select Research & Info, and then select NetLibrary under Books 
and Reading. On the upper right hand corner, select the “create a free account” link. Enter you user name, 
password, email address, security and personal information and click on the “create account” button. You will 
now have your own personal account which allows you to create bookmarks or save notes.  
 
Each time you wish to access NetLibrary from a remote location, you may go to either www.netlibrary.org or to 
the library site, www.oceancountylibrary.org. Enter your user name and password and click on the green log in 
link. This will give you access to personalization features and checkout capabilities of all eBooks available in 
the Ocean County Library’s electronic collection.  
 
Searching NetLibrary - You can start your search by using Basic or Advanced Search.  
 
Basic Search lets you quickly find relevant eBooks. Search by full text, keyword, title, author, or subject fields. 
You will find Basic Search on the NetLibrary home page and on the right side of every page with the exception 
of the advanced search page. Enter your search term in the Basic Search field and select Keyword, Title, Author 
or Full Text, select the language (English, Spanish or French) then click Search.  
 
Advanced Search lets you construct more complicated searches using multiple fields and Boolean operators 
(AND, OR, NOT, NEAR). Click on the Advanced Search tab located in the top navigation section then use the 
drop down menu to select search parameters such as Title, Author, Full Text, Subject, or ISBN. Enter your 
search term or multiple search terms using Boolean operators then click Search. You can refine your search 
results by using optional limiters such as publication year, publisher or language. You can also select to sort the 
result by rank, title, author, newest first or oldest first. 
 
Viewing eBooks - Once you have conducted a search, you can view the eBooks in your library’s collection 
directly from the search results. To view eBooks, select the View this eBook link. You may actively view the 
full-text eBook (turning pages, searching within the full-text, etc.) in 15-minute increments. If you are not 
actively viewing the item, it returns to your library’s collection for someone else to view. Select the chapters on 
the left hand side and the pages on the top right section above the page. 
 
Printing eBooks – You can print and copy selections from a full-text eBook. You are allowed to print one page 
at a time using your web browser's print function or the print function on the Adobe Acrobat toolbar. Printing 
the entire eBook violates copyright laws and precautions are taken to protect those copyright laws. If a 
suspicious usage pattern indicates excessive printing or copying, the activity is logged and you are sent a 
copyright warning message.  
 
The dictionary tab on the tool palette in the online reader lets you look up any term while you are viewing full-
text eBooks. Enter your term and select from the dropdown list to choose a dictionary or thesaurus. To hear the 
pronunciation of a term, click on the audio icon.  
 
Detailed information on using NetLibrary is available by clicking on the help tab in the top navigation bar. 
Context-sensitive help is also available by clicking on the tips links located on each page and in the NetLibrary 
online reader. For additional assistance, contact the Ocean County Library. 

http://www.netlibrary.org/
http://www.oceancountylibrary.org/

