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Summer  is here, school is out, and there 

are exciting things happening at the Jackson 

Library. You must have noticed the electronic 

sign that is now in place at the entrance to the 

Justice Complex.  

Your hardworking Friends of the Library 

are proud to see the completion of this three-

year project. Look for messages about 

“happenings at the library.” I invite all Friends 

of the Library and patrons to attend our ribbon-

cutting ceremony August 17, 2017 at 11:00 am. 

Have you visited the Grounds for 

Sculpture, the Newark Museum, or the 

Battleship New Jersey? We now have passes that 

can be borrowed for admission to all three 

museums! Stop by the circulation desk for 

complete information and to reserve your pass. 

We want you to know about the Friends of the 

Library and what we do.  Our financial support 

not only provides the Jackson Library with a 

source for programming, activities, and library 

enhancement, but also enables our community to 

enrich their lives.  

Please stop by and meet us whenever we’re at a 

table display. I invite you to work with us, for all 

of us in Jackson. 

 

Rochelle Blum 

 

 

Featured Weekly Group 
    

Knit-Chat-Chain Volunteers 
 

Mondays 6:30 – 8:30 pm 

Are you tired of knitting and crocheting 

alone? Would you like to learn to knit or 

crochet? Join our fun group of hook and 

needle experts. If you are new to the craft 

we will teach you new skills.  

Come make new friends, have a few 

laughs, brush up on an old skill or learn a 

new one. Bring your UFOs (UnFinished 

Objects). Everybody is welcome. Patterns 

are available. Donations of wool are 

welcome as well. We have recently donated 

to Your Grandmother's Cupboard, Ocean 

Medical Center in Brick, and MMSC. 

Thanks to all those who have donated 

supplies! 
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Board Members 

President  Rochelle Blum 

Vice President Linda Lafer 

Treasurer  Dianne Naftal 

Secretary  Pat Palanker 

 

Standing Committees: 

Membership  Marge Ollinger 

Book Sale  David Whelan, 

    Laura Reeves 

Hospitality  Diana Silberberg 

      Myrna Hochman 

      Judith Dubow 

Newsletter  Rose Marie Spingler 

       Michele Campbell 

Trustees at large: Estelle Berke 

Ira Blum,  

Roger Friend 

LEADERSHIP 

Past President

 Rose Marie 

Spingler 

Our fundraiser ran from April 29 

through May 6 this year. What 

was new? More non-fiction 

sections, which were very clearly 

identified by stand-up signs. We 

hoped it would help readers find 

their specific wishes.  

Some wonderful picture 

books enhanced the children’s 

section that were displayed at a 

children’s height. The board 

hopes parents found appropriate 

and great choices for their little 

ones.  

Also new, vouchers for 5 

free books were given to 

shoppers who joined as new 

members. They were able to use 

them the first Friday afternoon 

ANNUAL BOOK SALE REPORT 

 we opened. For the first time 

we offered the $3.00 bag sale 

on the last Friday afternoon 

rather than just on a Saturday. 
Chairperson Dave 

Whelan came through with his 

great organizing abilities and 

Linda Lafer and Estelle Berke 

contributed much of their time 

to scheduling members who 

volunteered to work during 

the sale. Thanks to all who 

worked and a special thank 

you to  the men and women 

who set up and took apart the 

sale. 

We always need more 

help to handle those heavy 

boxes. Let us not forget 

everybody who spent time sorting 

books whenever they could during 

the past year. This work is so vital to 

making the sale a success. 
All profits are used for the 

purchase of items not within the 

library’s budget, and this year for the 

electronic sign.. 

 

 

J ACKS ON FRIE NDS O F THE  L IBRARY  

 
MEMBERSHIP 

Our annual membership drive offered vouchers to those who 

joined for the first time. They were able to select five books 

free at our recent book sale. As of our April meeting, we 

have 126 paid members. 
Thanks to all our individual and family members 

who continue to help us reach our goals for the library. 
Members who are PATRONS : Mary Austin, Bonnie 

& Phil Birman, Nicole Borota, Diane Burke, Michele 

Campbell, Gabriella Corrigan, Joan & Norman Davis, 

Wendy &Alvin Drucker, Judith Dubow, Mr. & Mrs. R. 

Gottdenker, Adele & Larry Hartman, Faith Kuharsky, Pat 

Polanker, Lorraine Palme, Christine Pascucci, Marcia & Gil 

Saltzman, Marie & Fred Sardo, Rose Marie Spingler, Dave 

Thelan. 
Members who are BENEFACTORS: Sharon 

Hollander, Judy Jewell, Laurie & Ron Keats, Blanche R. 

Krabner, Marin & Etta Lav, Dianne Naftal, Ann & Howard 

Newman, Carol & Davie Whelan 
If you have not renewed your membership you can 

still do so. Membership pamphlets are always stored on the 

wall of the daily book sale shelves in the Jackson Library. 
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SOMETHING NEW 

AT THE LIBRARY 

At last, our library sign is installed and has 

become a reality. Way back in the early fall of 2014 

our Friends board thought it would be helpful to both 

the Jackson Library and the people of Jackson to 

purchase an electronic sign .As you know, this branch 

of the Ocean County Library sits back far from 

Veteran’s Highway. Some people in town don’t even 

know where the building is located! 
We wanted the best technology so that our library 

staff could schedule messages and events from inside 

the library. Since the sign would be located on the 

road far from the library, with groves of trees between 

the building and the sign, our choices for the type of 

technology we could choose was limited. Many 

decisions had to be worked out with the library staff 

and the county, who shared some of the cost. There 

were many meetings and problems to work out! 
Our committee consisted of Chair Rose Marie 

Spingler, Estelle Berke, Rochelle Blum, Lorraine 

Palmé, and David Whelan. Dave had done much of 

the research for the sign and handled the 

communications with the Effective Sign Works 

Company and with Watchfire, who provide the 

electronic elements. 
Library staff who made this possible are Pamela 

Dong, branch manager, Rita Oakes, chief librarian for 

branch services, Joseph Cahill, facilities maintenance 

supervisor, and the Library Commission. 
Jackson Township gave us the permission to erect 

the sign on their property according to their 

requirements. The library staff has received training 

from  Effective Sign in the use of the technology and 

we hope that it helps to inform people about current 

and future events at the library. 

COUNTRY WESTERN DANCE 

AND AUCTION 

“Grapevine to the right; shuffle to the left”, the 

calls of country western and line dancing were 

heard in Jackson Firehouse #55 the Saturday night 

of April 1
st
. 

   Billy and Lisa of BTK Entertainment kept the 

music and dancing lively all night and the full 

house of guests had a great time enjoying 

refreshments and homemade desserts. 

   Just in case they needed a breather, the folks 

could mosey over to the auction tables and bid on 

their favorite baskets, entertainment tickets or other 

exciting offerings. We were sold out before the 

event and just about every basket went home with 

somebody. Due to the generosity of many 

businesses in town who contributed cash and 

donated items for our gift baskets, we made a profit 

of over $6,500! 

   Diane Palmer and Rochelle Blum co-chaired this 

fun-filled event and members worked hard 

obtaining donations and making up our baskets. 

The money will be put to good use for our next 

project at the Jackson Branch of the Ocean County 

Library. 

 ** Before the dance, Billy and Lisa provided free 

dance lessons to any interested person at Jackson 

library, as seen in photos above. 



 

LIBRARY INFO 

Address:  

2 Jackson Drive, Jackson, NJ 08527 

Phones:  

(732) 928-4400, 

 (732)349-6200 ext.3600, 

 (609)971-0514 ext.3600 

Fax:(732) 833-0615 

Hours: 

Monday through Thursday 9-9 

Friday & Saturday 9-5 

Web site address 

http://theoceancountylibrary.org/Friends/JA.htm 
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BUSINESS PARTNERS 
Benefit Bookkeeping 

Business Benefactor: Laura Reeves 

Champion Business sponsor: Samara O’Neil 

Countyline Auto body 

Fulton Bank 

Jackson 21 

Mangia 

New Jersey Monument Co. 

Perlmutter Family Shop Rite 

Porter Plus Realty 

Please support these companies 
who support the Friends! 

UNDER ONE SKY 

On June 12
 
our Jackson Branch offered a viewing of Under One Sky, a documentary 

film about the meaning of wearing the hijab, the veil by Muslim women. Three 

young immigrants in Canada discuss the rich cultural and religious significance of 

the veil.  
One of them chooses not to wear it in North America, but the other two do. One 

choses to wear it because it gives a sense of identity to her, and she hopes it helps 

stop the objectifying of women. 
 

They note that their older aunts back in their original countries didn’t wear them, but the young 

women feel the cultural and religious history means a lot to them at present time in a new country.  

 The film also shows footage of the old American movies depicting how women were so oppressed 

by wearing them. They make a point that the women in these countries didn’t feel that way at all. 
After the viewing, there was a question and answer period with Mariam Jalabi, Director, Syrian 

National Coalition at the United Nations. She was one of the young women in the film about twenty 

years ago. 

About twenty –five people attended and asked many good questions which the dynamic guest 

answered and on which she elaborated. Miriam explained her personal feelings at the time she was a 

young immigrant in a new country and her views now in the United States where she doesn’t wear the 

hijab, she emphasized the complex cultural history of this custom. The evening program was sponsored 

by Friends of the Jackson Library and Ocean County Cultural Awareness Team. 

 

“LIKE” us on Facebook at Jackson Friends of the Library 

 

http://theoceancountylibrary.org/Friends/JA.htm
https://www.facebook.com/JacksonBranchFriendsoftheLibrary/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/JacksonBranchFriendsoftheLibrary/?ref=br_rs

