
Stories about
Lies for 
Teens
Aces Up
by Lauren Barnholdt
Seventeen-year-old Shan-
non Card takes a job 
waitressing at a local 
casino to pay for college.  

Work, however, is not easy on her, 
so when she gets an invitation to 
join a secret group of poker players, 
she can’t ignore the lure of cash, no 
matter how many secrets and lies 
she gets caught up in. HS

What I Saw and 
How I Lied
by Judy Blundell
In 1947, with her stepfather 
Joe back from the war 

and life returning to normal, teen-
age Evie, smitten by the handsome 
young ex-GI, finds herself caught 
in a complicated web of lies whose 
outcome changes her life and that of 
her family forever. HS

Lie
by Caroline Bock
Seventeen-year-old Skylar 
Thompson is being ques-
tioned by the police. Her 

boyfriend, Jimmy, stands accused 
of brutally assaulting two young 
El Salvadoran immigrants from a 
neighboring town, and she’s the 
prime witness. MS/HS (Summary 
from Goodreads)

Pants on Fire
by Meg Cabot
Having become a profi-
cient liar in order to keep 
everyone happy, Katie 

Ellison is stunned when her old mid-
dle school friend and local pariah 
Tommy Sullivan returns to town, 
and suddenly things start looking a 
lot different to her. MS/HS

Accomplice
by Eireann Corrigan
High school juniors and 
best friends Finn and 
Chloe hatch a daring 

plot to fake Chloe’s disappearance 
from their rural New Jersey town in 
order to have something compelling 
to put on their college applications, 
but unforeseen events complicate 
matters. MS/HS

Ten Things We 
Did (And Prob-
ably Shouldn’t 
Have)
by Sarah Mlynowski

Sixteen-year-old April, a high 
school junior, and her friend Vi, a 

senior, get a crash course in reality 
as the list of things they should not 
do becomes a list of things they did 
while living parent-free in Westport, 
Connecticut for the semester. HS

Love, Love, Love
by Deborah Reber and 
Caroline Goode
In Language of Love, the 
first story in this col-

lection, Janna is quickly adapting 
to life in Seattle as a high school 
exchange student from Hungary. Or 
so thinks Julian, the cute boy she 
met in a coffee shop. But the truth 
is Janna is using a phony accent and 
now she’s stuck playing the part. 
Will she discover that lies don’t 
always translate to love?  MS/HS

Harmless
by Dana Reinhardt
When Anna, Emma, and 
Mariah concoct a story 
about why they are late 

getting home one Friday night, their 
lie has unimaginable consequences 
for the girls, their families, and the 
community. HS

The Liar Society
by Lisa Roecker
When Kate receives a 
mysterious e-mail from 
her dead friend Grace, 

she must prove that Grace’s death 
was not an accident, but finds that 
her elite private school holds secrets 
so big people are willing to kill to 
protect them. MS/HS

Pretty Little Liars
by Sara Shepard
When one of their tight-
ly-knit group mysteri-
ously disappears, four 
high school girls find 

their friendship difficult to maintain 
when they begin receiving taunting 
messages from someone who seems 
to know everything about their past 
and present secrets. HS

The Space 
Between Trees
by Katie Williams
When the body of a 
classmate is discov-

ered in the woods, sixteen-year-old 
Evie’s lies wind up involving her 
with the girl’s best friend, trying to 
track down the killer. HS
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