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OCEAN COUNTY LIBRARY COMMISSION 

Tuesday, December 16, 2025 

AGENDA 

 
1. Open Public Meetings Act 

 
2. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
3. Roll Call and Announcements 

 
4. Introduction of: 

 

A. 2025 Librarian of Year Renee Martin, Librarian 3, Branch Manager, Plumsted Branch. 

B. 2025 Support Staff Person of the Year Jason Cascais, Graphic Artist 3, Public Relations. 

 
5. Approval of Minutes, Regular Meeting, November 18, 2025 

 
6. Approval of Financial Statement, November 2025 
 
7. Personnel Actions 
 
8. Action on Bill List # 12 

 
9. Ratification of Salary Expenditures, November 2025 
 
10. Director’s Report 

 
11. Committee Reports 

 
12. Communications 

 
13. New Business 
 

Resolutions 

A. Honoring Adrienne Bird, Senior Library Assistant, Little Egg Harbor Branch as she retires 
on January 1, 2026, after over thirty (30) years of dedicated service to the Ocean County 
Library; 

B. Honoring Elizabeth Cronin, Librarian 4, Information Services System Coordinator as she 
retires on January 1, 2026, after over forty (40) years of dedicated service to the Ocean 
County Library; 

C. Honoring Kathleen Helstowski, Principal Library Assistant, Berkeley Branch Circulation as 
she retires on January 1, 2026, with over forty-four (44) years of dedicated service to the 
Ocean County Library; 
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D. Honoring Teija Kirves, Senior Library Assistant, Barnegat Branch Circulation as she retires 
on January 1, 2026, with over twenty-five (25) years of dedicated service to the Ocean 
County Library; 

E. Honoring Christopher J. Mullins, Library Commissioner as he retires from the Ocean 
County Library Commission on December 31, 2025, after over ten (10) years of dedicated 
service to the Ocean County Library having served as Library Commission Vice-Chair 
from 2020 – 2022, and bestow a lifetime Ocean County Library Card; 

F. Honoring Paul F. Wolleon, Library Commissioner as he retires from the Ocean County 
Library Commission on December 31, 2025, after five (5) years of dedicated service to the 
Ocean County Library having served as Library Commission Vice-Chair from 2023 – 2025, 
and bestow a lifetime Ocean County Library Card; 

G. Accepting an unsolicited $10,000.00 gift from the Carnegie Corporation of New York for 
the Lakewood Branch; 

H. Approving the revised 2026 Ocean County Library Holiday and Closing Schedule; 

I. Authorizing the 2026 Temporary Operating Budget; 

J. Approving the Library’s pension liability for 2026 with the County of Ocean in the amount of 
$2,892,839.05; 

K. Closing out the Reserve Account for encumbrances against the 2024 Budget in the 
amount of $381,566.67 by a transfer from the Reserve Account (209-290-0028) to the 
General Library Account (209-290-0029); 

L. Establishing the Reserve Account for encumbrances against the 2025 Budget in the 
amount of $4,041,964.00 by a transfer from the General Library Account (209-290-0029) 
to the Reserve Account (209-290-0028); 

M. Resolutions for Transfers: 

1.  Authorizing transfer of $55,000.00 from the Sick Pay at Retirement Account (209-
290-0049) to the Salaries and Wages line item in the General Library Account (209-
290-0029); 

2.  Authorizing transfer of $255,000.00 from the Maintenance Building and Ground line 
item in the General Library Account (209-290-0029) to the Library Building 
Improvement Fund (209-290-0045) to fund Brick rooftop coil replacements and HVAC 
controls for the Toms River Branch; 

3.  Authorizing transfer of $75,000.00 from the Fringe Benefit line item in the General 
Library Account (209-290-0029) to the Utilities line item in the General Library Account 
(209-290-0029); 

N. Approving the establishment of petty cash funds for 2026 for Toms River ($200.00), 
Lakewood ($100.00), Brick, Jackson, Manchester and Stafford ($75.00 each), and 
Barnegat, Beachwood, Berkeley, Island Heights, Lacey, Little Egg Harbor, Long Beach 
Island, Plumsted, Point Pleasant Beach, Point Pleasant Borough, Tuckerton, Upper 
Shores and Waretown ($50.00); 

O. Authorizing the soliciting of formal bids for Landscaping and Snow Removal Services 
for the Ocean County Library System; 

 

 



Last updated 12/11/2025 3:03 PM 

 

Bid Awards / Change Orders / Contracts 

P. Authorizing the annual renewal of the agreement with the Toms River Parking Authority to 
provide free parking on Saturdays in the municipal parking deck for library patrons at a 
cost of $10,000.00 for the period of February 1, 2026, through January 31, 2027; 

Q. Approving the renewal of the Hoopla Services Agreement with Midwest Tape for a 
twelve (12) month period beginning on December 17, 2025, for an amount not to 
exceed $500,000.00 to be applied to future purchases; 

R. Authorizing the award of contract for the provision of print and electronic books, 
materials, and resources under Various Exempt Services in accordance with N.J.S.A. 
19:44A-20.4 et. Seq. as described in the bid for Request for Qualifications (RFQ); 

 

Approvals 

S. Approving the 2026 Library Fund Accounts, Line Item Categories and Cost Centers; 

T. Approving the Friends of the Beachwood Branch to continue their partnership with the 
non-profit group Always Supporting our Military by maintaining a collection bin in the 
Beachwood Branch throughout 2026; 

U. Approving the Brick Branch to have a collection bin in the Branch from January 1, 2026, 
through March 30, 2026, to collect food items on behalf of a teen volunteer’s National 
Junior Honor Society Passion Project and donate the items to Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Parish in Lakewood; 

V. Ratifying the actions of administration approving the Point Pleasant Borough Branch to 
partner with the Borough of Point Pleasant in supporting their grant request to support 
Seniors; 

 

Donations 

W. Accepting $10,000.00 from the Ocean County Library Foundation for support for the Toms 
River Sunrise Rotary Charitable Foundation Sparks’s Lab at the Toms River Branch in 
2026; 

X. Accepting a $4,000.00 donation from the Friends of the Jackson Library for the purchasing 
of a play kitchen, two (2) chairs, and an ottoman for the Jackson Branch’s Children’s 
Department; 

Y. Accepting a Singer Classic Sewing Machine from Mia Millian in honor of her mother Lenore 
Millan for the Toms River Sunrise Rotary Charitable Foundation Sparks’s Lab, estimated 
value is $250.00; 

Z. Accepting a 2’ x 3’ canvas print of The Pound Fishing Industry from Denise Wirth, 
President of the Lavallette Heritage Committee for the Upper Shores Branch, estimated 
value is $100.00. 

 

14. Old Business 

 

15. Public Comment 
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16. Closed Session for contractual matters. 
 

17. Adjourn 


