
Attendees: 

Absent: 

OCEAN COUNTY LIBRARY COMMISSION 
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 

Tuesday, December16,2025 

Ocean County Library Commission 
Timothy McDonald, Chair 
Paul F. Wolleon, Vice Chair 
Susan L. Huller 
Christopher J. Mullins 
Bonnie R. Peterson, Esq. 
Ruthanne Scaturro 

Henry J. Mancini 

Other Attendees: Laura Benson, Esq. Library Counsel 
Susan Quinn, Library Director 

Presiding: Timothy McDonald, Chair 

Mr. McDonald read the Open Public Meetings Act at 4:00 p.m. 

1. In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of New Jersey, adequate 
notice of this meeting of the Ocean County Library Commission was provided in the 
following manner: 

1. On December 18, 2024, advance notice of this meeting was posted on the 
Bulletin Board located in the .entrance hall of the Ocean County Library, 101 
Washington Street, Toms River, NJ; 

2. On January 3, 2025, advance written notice of this meeting was published in the 
Asbury Park Press; 

3. On January 4, 2025, advance written notice of this meeting was published in The 
Press of Atlantic City; 

4. On December 18, 2024, advance written notice of this meeting was filed with the 
Clerk of the County of Ocean; 

5. On December 18, 2024, advance written notice of this meeting was mailed to all 
persons who, according to the records of the Ocean County Commission, paid 
for such notices on or after December 18, 2024. • 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Roll Call and Announcements 

A motion was made to move Items "A" through "F" in New Business to present retirement 
resolutions: 

Motion: 
Second: 

Roll Call: 

Mrs. Scaturro 
Mrs. Huller 

All members answered Aye 
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Ms. Cronin, Ms. Helstowski, Mr. Mullins, and Mr. Wolleon were in attendance and were 
presented with their retirement resolutions by Library Director Ms. Quinn and Library 
Commission Chair Mr. McDonald. 

4. Introduction of: 

A 2025 Librarian of Year Renee Martin, Librarian 3, Branch Manager, Plumsted Branch. 

B. 2025 Support Staff Person of the Year Jason Cascais, Graphic Artist 3, Public Relations. 

Ms. Quinn acknowledged Ms. Martin and Mr. Cascais for their achievements in 2025. 

5. Approval of Minutes, Regular Meeting, November 18, 2025 (Copy on file, Library 
Administration Office) 

Motion to approve: Mrs. Huller 
Second: Mrs. Scaturro 

Roll Call: Ayes: Mrs. Huller, Mr. Mullins, Mrs. Peterson, 
Mrs. Scaturro, Mr. Wolleon, Mr. McDonald 

Passed unanimously 

6. Approval of Financial Statement, November 2025 (Copy on file, Library Administration 
Office) 

Motion to approve: Mr. Wolleon 
Second: Mrs. Scaturro 

Roll Call: Ayes: Mrs. Huller, Mr. Mullins, Mrs. Peterson, 
Mrs. Scaturro, Mr. Wolleon, Mr. McDonald 

Passed unanimously 

7. Personnel Actions (Copy on file, Library Administration Office) 

Motion to approve: Mrs. Scaturro 
Mrs. Peterson Second: 

Roll Call: Ayes: Mrs. Huller, Mr. Mullins, Mrs. Peterson, 
Mrs. Scaturro, Mr. Wolleon, Mr. McDonald 

Passed unanimously 
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8. Approval of Bill Certificate List# 12 (Copy on file, Library Administration Office) 

Motion to approve: Mr. Wolleon 
Second: Mrs. Scaturro 

Roll Call: Ayes: Mrs. Huller, Mr. Mullins, Mrs. Peterson, 
Mrs. Scaturro, Mr. Wolleon, Mr. McDonald 

Passed unanimously 

9. Ratification of Salary Expenditures (Resolution on file, Library Administration Office) 

Motion to approve: Mr. Wolleon 
Second: Mrs. Scaturro 

Roll Call: Ayes: Mrs. Huller, Mr. Mullins, Mrs. Peterson, 
Mrs. Scaturro, Mr. Wolleon, Mr. McDonald 

Passed unanimously 

10. Director's Report 

Ms. Quinn reported on the following: 

2026 Temporary Operating Budget: Item "I" is 25% of the 2025 Budget. We have been 
working with the Library Commission's Finance Comn)iltee on the 2026 Annual Budget. 
Advice from the Ocean County Comptroller is for the library to operate on a temporary 
budget and finalize our annual budget when the County ratable information is finalized in 
January. 

Carnegie Corporation Unsolicited Gift: Item "G" authorizes the Ocean County Library to 
accept the unsolicited gift to the Lakewood Branch of the Ocean County Library from the 
Carnegie Corporation of New York in the amount of $10,000.00. The foundation established 
by Andrew Carnegie Corporation of New York is awarding a $10,000.00 gift to the Ocean 
County Library and to all Carnegie Libraries nationwide in commemoration of the 250th 

Anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence as part the Carnegie Libraries 
250 Special Initiative. Andrew Carnegie funded the construction of 1,681 free public libraries 
in the United States between 1886 and 1917, driven by the belief that they were "cradles of 
democracy", this included the Lakewood Branch. The Carnegie Corp. considers the Ocean 
County Library's Lakewood Branch a descendant of the original Carnegie library in 
Lakewood making it eligible for this celebratory gift. We can expect to receive a check in 
January 2026 from the Carnegie Corp. of New York, and the funds may be used however 
the library wishes to celebrate the anniversary, further its mission, and benefit the 
community. 

Yiddish Book Center Grant: We are issuing a press release announcing that the Ocean 
County Library's Lakewood Branch has been selected by the Yiddish Book Center for their 
grant program Between Two Worlds: Exploring Jewish Culture and Religion through Yiddish 
Literature. We are one (1) of forty (40) libraries across the United States to receive generous 
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funding of up to $2,000.00 for library programs related to the grant. Librarian Rebecca Fried 
of the Lakewood Branch recently attended the Center's training program in November. The 
training workshop included sessions with leading scholars and critics, discussion and 
exploration of the Yiddish Book Center's Collections. 

Donations: Accepting $10,000.00 from the Ocean County Library Foundation in support of 
the Toms River Sunrise Rotary Charitable Foundation Sparks's Lab. 

The Friends of the Jackson Branch have donated $4,000.00 to the Jackson Branch for the 
Children's Department. 

Mia Millian has donated a Singer Classic Sewing Machine in honor of her mother Lenore 
Millian to the Toms River Sunrise Rotary Charitable Foundation Sparks's Lab. 

Denise Wirth donated a 2'x3" canvas print of The Pound Fishing Industry to the Upper 
Shores Branch. 

Timothy McDonald's Three (3) Year Commission Chairmanship: Ms. Quinn 
acknowledged Mr. McDonald for completing his 3rd consecutive and final year as Library 
Commission Chairman, serving as Chair 2023 through 2025. This included leading our 
organization during our 100th Anniversary Celebration Year. 

11. Committee Reports 

Ocean County Library Foundation: Mrs. Huller stated that at the Library Foundation's 
November 20, 2025, meeting the Foundation approved funding for the Library's 250th 

Anniversary of the United States grant request along with an additional $500.00 to each 
library location for programming. 

12. Communications - No Communications 

13. New Business 

Resolutions 

A. Honoring Adrienne Bird, Senior Library Assistant, Little Egg Harbor Branch as she retires 
on January 1, 2026, after over thirty (30) years of dedicated service to the Ocean County 
Library; 

B. Honoring Elizabeth Cronin, Librarian 4, Information Services System Coordinator as she 
retires on January 1, 2026, after over forty (40) years of dedicated service to the Ocean 
County Library; 

C. Honoring Kathleen Helstowski, Principal Library Assistant, Berkeley Branch Circulation as 
she retires on January 1, 2026, with over forty-four (44) years of dedicated service to the 
Ocean County Library; 
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D. Honoring Teija Kirves, Senior Library Assistant, Barnegat Branch Circulation as she retires 
on January 1, 2026, with over twenty-five (25) years of dedicated service to the Ocean 
County Library; 

E. Honoring Christopher J. Mullins, Library Commissioner as he retires from the Ocean 
County Library Commission on December 31, 2025, after over ten (10) years of dedicated 
service to the Ocean County Library having served as Library Commission Vice-Chair 
from 2020 - 2022, and bestow a lifetime Ocean County Library Card; 

F. Honoring Paul F. Wolleon, Library Commissioner as he retires from the Ocean County 
Library Commission on December 31, 2025, after five (5) years of dedicated service to the 
Ocean County Library having served as Library Commission Vice-Chair from 2023 - 2025, 
and bestow a lifetime Ocean County Library Card; 

G. Accepting an unsolicited $10,000.00 gift from the Carnegie Corporation of New York for 
the Lakewood Branch; 

H. Approving the revised 2026 Ocean County Library Holiday and Closing Schedule; 

I. Authorizing the 2026 Temporary Operating Budget; 

J. Approving the Library's pension liability for 2026 with the County of Ocean in the amount of 
$2,892,839.05; 

K. Closing out the Reserve Account for encumbrances against the 2024 Budget in the 
amount of $381,566.67 by a transfer from the Reserve Account (209-290-0028) to the 
General Library Account (209-290-0029); 

L. Establishing the Reserve Account for encumbrances against the 2025 Budget in the 
amount of $4,041,964.00 by a transfer from the General Library Account (209-290-0029) 
to the Reserve Account (209-290-0028); 

M. Resolutions for Transfers: 

1. Authorizing transfer of $55,000.00 from the Sick Pay at Retirement Account (209-
290-0049) to the Salaries and Wages line item in the General Library Account (209-
290-0029); 

2. Authorizing transfer of $255,000.00 from the Maintenance Building and Ground line 
item in the General Library Account (209-290-0029) to the Library Building 
Improvement Fund (209-290-0045) to fund Brick rooftop coil replacements and HVAC 
controls for the Toms River Branch; 

3. Authorizing transfer of $75,000.00 from the Fringe Benefit line item in the General 
Library Account (209-290-0029) to the Utilities line item in the General Library Account 
(209-290-0029); 

N. Approving the establishment of petty cash funds for 2026 for Toms River ($200.00), 
Lakewood ($100.00), Brick, Jackson, Manchester and Stafford ($75.00 each), and 
Barnegat, Beachwood, Berkeley, Island Heights, Lacey, Little Egg Harbor, Long Beach 
Island, Plumsted, Point Pleasant Beach, Point Pleasant Borough, Tuckerton, Upper 
Shores and Waretown ($50.00); 

0. Authorizing the soliciting of formal bids for Landscaping and Snow Removal Services 
for the Ocean County Library System; 
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Bid Awards/ Change Orders / Contracts 

P. Authorizing the annual renewal of the agreement with the Toms River Parking Authority to 
provide free parking on Saturdays in the municipal parking deck for library patrons at a 
cost of $10,000.00 for the period of February 1, 2026, through January 31, 2027; 

Q. Approving the renewal of the Hoopla Services Agreement with Midwest Tape for a 
twelve (12) month period beginning on December 17, 2025, for an amount not to 
exceed $500,000.00 to be applied to future purchases; 

R. Authorizing the award of contract for the provision of print and electronic books, 
materials, and resources under Various Exempt Services in accordance with N.J.S.A. 
19:44A-20.4 et. Seq. as described in the bid for Request for Qualifications (RFQ); 

Approvals 

S. Approving the 2026 Library Fund Accounts, Line Item Categories and Cost Centers; 

T. Approving the Friends of the Beachwood Branch to continue their partnership with the 
non-profit group Always Supporting our Military by maintaining a collection bin in the 
Beachwood Branch throughout 2026; 

U. Approving the Brick Branch to have a collection bin in the Branch from January 1, 2026, 
through March 30, 2026, to collect food items on behalf of a teen volunteer's National 
Junior Honor Society Passion Project and donate the items to Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Parish in Lakewood; 

V. Ratifying the actions of administration approving the Point Pleasant Borough Branch to 
partner with the Borough of Point Pleasant in supporting their grant request to support 
Seniors; 

Donations 

W. Accepting $10,000.00 from the Ocean County Library Foundation for support for the Toms 
River Sunrise Rotary Charitable Foundation Sparks's Lab at the Toms River Branch in 
2026; 

X. Accepting a $4,000.00 donation from the Friends of the Jackson Library for the purchasing 
of a play kitchen, two (2) chairs, and an ottoman for the Jackson Branch's Children's 
Department; 

Y. Accepting a Singer Classic Sewing Machine from Mia Millian in honor of her mother Lenore 
Millan for the Toms River Sunrise Rotary Charitable Foundation Sparks's Lab, estimated 
value is $250.00; 

Z. Accepting a 2' x 3' canvas print of The Pound Fishing Industry from Denise Wirth, 
President of the Lavallette Heritage Committee for the Upper Shores Branch, estimated 
value is $100.00. 

Approval of Items "G" through "Z": 

Motion to approve: 
Second: 

Mrs. Scaturro 
Mrs. Hutler 
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Roll Call: Ayes: Mrs. Hutler, Mr. Mullins, Mrs. Peterson, 
Mrs. Scaturro, Mr. Wolleon, Mr. McDonald 

Passed unanimously 

14. Old Business - No Old Business 

15. Public Comment 

Ocean County Commissioner Jennifier Bacchione wished everyone a Happy Holiday 
Season and stated that she is looking forward to doing a lot for the 250th Anniversary of the 
United States. 

16. Closed Session for contractual matters. 

Motion to approve: Mrs. Hutler 
Second: Mrs. Scaturro 

Roll Call: Ayes: Mrs. Hutler, Mr. Mullins, Mrs. Peterson, 
Mrs. Scaturro, Mr. Wolleon, Mr. McDonald 

Passed unanimously 

Motion to return to Open Session: 

Second: 

Roll Call: 

Passed unanimously 

17. Move to adjourn: 
Second: 

Roll Call: 

Passed unanimously 

Mrs. Peterson 
Mrs. Hutler 

All members answered Aye 

Mr. Mullins 
Mrs. Scaturro 

All members answered Aye 

The meeting adjourned at 4:29 p.m. 

Respectfully submitt~ • 

c}j(J; ~ 
Harry T.~ ., Secretary 
Ocean County Library Commission 
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