OCEAN COUNTY LIBRARY COMMISSION
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
Tuesday, February 17, 2026

Attendees: Ocean County Library Commission
Henry J. Mancini, Chair
Susan L. Huller, Vice Chair
Lisa Mower
Bonnie R. Peterson, Esq.
Ruthanne Scaturro
Absent: Timothy McDonald
Other Attendees: Laura Benson, Esq. Library Counsel.
Susan Quinn, Library Director
Presiding: Henry J. Mancini, Chair

Mr. Mancini read the Open Public Meetings Act at 4:00 p.m.

1. In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of New Jersey, adequate
notice of this meeting of the Ocean County Library Commission was provided in the
following manner:

1.

On December 18, 2025, advance notice of this meeting was posted on the
Bulletin Board located in the entrance hall of the Ocean County Library, 101
Washington Street, Toms River, NJ;

On January 10, 2026, advance written notice of this meeting was published in the
Asbury Park Press,;

On January 10, 2026, advance written notice of this meeting was published in
The Press of Atlantic City,

On December 18, 2025, advance written notice of this meeting was filed with the
Clerk of the County of Ocean;

On December 18, 2025, advance written notice of this meeting was mailed to all
persons who, according to the records of the Ocean County Commission, paid
for such notices on or after December 18, 2025.

2. Pledge of Allegiance

3. Roll Call and Announcements

A. Appointment of Commissioner Lisa Mower for a five (5) year term

Legal Counsel Ms. Benson swore in Lisa Mower to a five (5) year term as Ocean County
Library Commissioner.
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4. Approval of Minutes, Reorganization Meeting, January 20, 2026 (Copy on file, Library
Administration Office)

Motion to approve:  Mrs. Scaturro

Second; Mrs. Hutler
Roll Call: Ayes: Mrs. Hutler, Mrs. Peterson, Mrs. Scaturro, Mr. Mancini
Absfain: Ms. Mower

Passed unanimously

5. Approval of Minutes, Regular Meeting, January 20, 2026 (Copy on file, Library
Administration Office)

Motion to approve:  Mrs. Scaturro

Second: Mrs. Hutler
Roll Cali: Ayes: Mrs. Hutler, Mrs. Peterson, Mrs. Scaturro, Mr. Mancini
Abstain: Ms. Mower

Passed unanimously

6. Approval of Minutes, Special Meeting, January 28, 2026 (Copy on file, Library
Administration Office)

Motion to approve:  Mrs. Scaturro

Second: Mrs. Hutler
Roll Call: Ayes: Mrs. Hutler, Mrs. Peterson, Mrs. Scaturro, Mr. Mancini
Abstain: Ms. Mower

Passed unanimously

7. Approval of Minutes, Closed Session, January 28, 2026 (Copy on file, Library Administration
Office) -

Motion to approve:  Mrs. Hutler

Second: Mrs. Scaturro
Roll Call: Ayes: Mrs. Hutler, Mrs. Peterson, Mrs. Scaturro, Mr. Mancini
Abstain: Ms. Mower

Passed unanimously
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8. Approval of Financial Statement, January 2026 (Copy on file, Library Administration Office)

Motion to approve:  Mrs. Scaturro
Second: , Mrs. Hutler

Roll Call; Ayes: Mrs. Hutler, Ms. Mower, Mrs. Peterson,
Mrs. Scaturro, Mr. Mancini

Passed unanimousiy

9. Personnel Actions (Copy on file, Library Administration Office)

Motion to approve:  Mrs. Scaturro
Second: Mrs. Peterson

Roll Calt: Ayes: Mrs. Hutler, Ms. Mower, Mrs. Peterson,
Mrs. Scaturro, Mr. Mancini

Passed unanimously

10. Approval of Bill Certificate List # 2 (Copy on file, Library Administration Office)

Motion to approve:  Mrs. Hutler
Second: - Mrs. Scaturro

Roll Call: Ayes: Mrs. Hutler, Ms. Mower, Mrs. Peterson,
Mrs. Scaturro, Mr. Mancini

Passed unanimously

11. Ratification of Salary Expenditures (Resolution on file, Library Administration Office)

Motion fo approve:  Mrs. Scaturro
Second: Mrs. Peterson

Roll Call: Ayes: Mrs. Hutler, Ms. Mower, Mrs. Peterson,
Mrs. Scaturro, Mr. Mancini

Passed unanimously

12. Director's Report
Ms. Quinn reported on the following:

2025 Top Titles: Ms. Quinn reported on the top titles that were checked out from Ocean
County Library in 2025. They include:

Page3of7



Top print titles overall: Number one (1) Juvenile Fiction: Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Hot Mess
by Jeff Kenney. Book nineteen (19) of the series. Number two (2) Adult Fiction: 25 Alive by
James Petterson.

Top digital title overall: Adult Fiction: The Women by Kristin Hannah.

Top non-fiction print and digital title overall: The Let Them Theory by Mel Robbins

13. Committee Reports

Finance Committee: 2026 Ocean County Library Budget

Mr. Mancini reported on the budget. This was one of the most difficult budgets to work
on and was not easy. Fringe benefits are up by 18% with the cost of healthcare out of
control. Heatthcare costs were up 18.5%, $2.7 million. Library staff were asked to work
on a budget with a flat tax rate. A courtesy review was done with the County
Administrator and County Comptroller. Mr. Mancini thanked everyone for their hard work
in putting together a good budget, with a flat tax rate for the taxpayers.

Mrs. Peterson thanked the Library Staff and Mr. Mancini on the hard work done on the
budget.

14. Communications — No Communications

15. New Business

Resolutions

A

Approving the 2026 Annual Budget;

Bid Awards / Change Orders / Contracts

B.

C.

-E.

Authorizing the Ocean County Library to enter into a cooperative pricing agreement with
the County of Bergen, New Jersey Cooperative Purchasing Alliance #CK04 for the
purchase of goods and services;

Authorization to enter into a non-fair and open contract pursuant to the provisions of
N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq. with Cengage Thorndike Press for large print titles at a
price not to exceed $125,000.00 per year; and the term of this agreement shall be
February 17, 2026 — February 16, 2028;

Authorization to enter into a non-fair and open contract pursuant to the provisions of
N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq. with OverDrive for digital materials (eBooks, digital
audiobooks, digital magazines, digitai movies, and subscription databases) at a price not
to exceed $750,000.00 per year, and the term of this agreement shall be February 17,
2026 — February 16, 2028;

Authorization to enter into a non-fair and open contract pursuant to the provisions of
N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq. with ProQuest to acquire various databases and digital
newspaper subscriptions, as well as microfilm preservation of local newspapers at a
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price not to exceed $85,000.00 per year, and the term of this agreement shal! be
February 17, 2026 — February 16, 2028;

F. Authorization to enter into a non-fair and open contract pursuant to the provisions of
N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq. with Lyrasis for BiblioBoard Library at a price not to exceed
$24,550.00 per year, and the term of this agreement shall be February 17, 2026 —
February 16, 2028;

Approvals

G. Approving an extension of the contract with Preferred Behavioral Health Consulting
Group, Inc. for Employee Assistance Program (EAP) until March 31, 2028, at the current
rate;

- H. Approving setting a suggested donation for 2026 National Library Week T-Shirts, both
men’s and women’s $9.00 for small, medium, large, and extra-large sizes, and between
$11.00 to $16.00 for 2XL through 5XL sizes;

I. Approving setting a suggested donation for 2026 National Library Week “Sweatshirts”,
both men's and women'’s between $23.00 and $29.00 for small, medium, large, and
extra-large sizes, and between $25.00 and $35.00 for 2XL through 5XL sizes:

J.  Approving the Brick Branch to partner with the Jersey Shore Animal Center in Brick o
collect items in the Brick Branch in support of the Animal Shelter Drive: Support Your
Local Furry Friends drive from July 1, 2026, through August 31, 2026;

K. Approving the Friends of the Jackson Library to donate $300.00 to the Jackson Branch
Circulation Department to support monthly book displays and giveaways;

L. Approving the Friends of the Jackson. Library to donate $500.00 to the Jackson Branch
Youth Services Department to support children’s programs and the purchase of kitchen
toys for the newly purchased play kitchen;

M. Approving the Lacey Branch to host the Unearth a Story Trail at Eno’s Pond County
Park program in partnership with the Ocean County Parks and Recreation Department
on July 22, 2026, from 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 p.m.;

N. Approving the Lacey Branch to host the Vampire Penguin Shaved Snow Ice food truck
at the Branch on July 28, 2026, from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. in celebration of the Lacey
Branch’s fiftieth (50) anniversary;

0. Apprdving the Little Egg Harbor Branch to have an ice cream truck in the Branch parking
lot for the End of Summer Reading Party on August 13, 2026;

P. Approving the Friends of the Littie Egg Harbor Branch to coordinate a train trip
fundraiser through Boscov’s Travel for $25.00 per teach ticket booked. The trip would be
scheduled from September 24, 2026, through September 27, 2026;

Q. Approving the Friends of the Point Pleasant Borough Branch to host a Bunko Grame
Day event in the Branch on March 14, 2026, along with three (3) subsequent events
during 2026, and charge $20.00 t:cket donatlons to participate;
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Donations

16.

17.

18.

19.

R.

S.

Accepting a donation of $200.00 from Dene O’Connor to be used for print materials for
the Brick Branch;

Accepting a donation of $2,500.00 from the Friends of the Brick Library for adult
programming at the Brick Branch; '

Accepting a donation of $1,500.00 from the Friends of the Brick Library for juvenile
programming at the Brick Branch;,

Accepting a donation of $1,000.00 from the Friends of the Brick Library for young adult
programming at the Brick Branch;

Accepting a donation of $200.00 from Diane M. Veni to used for Adult Crafts & Night
Crafts programs at the Brick Branch;

. Accepting a donation of $2,500.00 from the Friends of the Island Library (LBI) to be used

at the discretion of the Long Beach Island Branch;

Accepting a donation of $3,000.00 from the Friends of the Point Pleasant Borough to be
used at the discretion of the Point Pleasant Boro Branch;

Accepting a donation of $1,000.00 from the Tuckerton Library Association to be used at
the discretion of the Tuckerton Branch;

Accepting a donation of $200.00 from John & Marsha Peal for the Upper Shores Branch.

Approval of ltems “A” through “Z”:

Motion to approve:  Mrs. Peterson
Second: Mrs. Scaturro

Roll Call: Ayes: Mrs. Hutler, Ms. Mower, Mrs. Peterson,
Mrs. Scaturro, Mr. Mancini

Passed unanimously

Qld Business — No Oid Business

Public Comment — No Public Commented

Closed Session — No Closed Session

Move to adjourn: Mrs. Peterson
Second; Mrs. Hutler
Roll Call: All members answered Aye

Passed unanimously
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The meeting adjourned at 4:14 p.m.

Harry T. Applega
Ocean County Library Commission

Respectfully submitted
: f
Jr., Becretary
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