
Attendees: 

Absent: 

OCEAN COUNTY LIBRARY COMMISSION 
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 

Tuesday, March 17, 2026 

Ocean County Library Commission 
Henry J. Mancini, Chair 
Susan L. Huller, Vice Chair (Via Phone) 
Lisa Mower 
Bonnie R. Peterson, Esq. 

Timothy McDonald 
Ruthanne Scaturro 

Other Attendees: Mathew B. Thompson, Esq. Library Counsel 
Susan Quinn, Library Director 

Presiding: Henry J. Mancini, Chair 

Mr. Mancini read the Open Public Meetings Act at 4:00 p.m. 

1. In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of New Jersey, adequate 
notice of this meeting of the Ocean County Library Commission was provided in the 
following manner: 

1. On December 18, 2025, advance notice of this meeting was posted on the 
Bulletin Board located in the entrance hall of the Ocean County Library, 101 
Washington Street, Toms River, NJ; 

2. On January 10, 2026, advance written notice of this meeting was published in the 
Asbury Park Press; 

3. On January 10, 2026, advance written notice of this meeting was published in 
The Press of Atlantic City; 

4. On December 18, 2025, advance written notice of this meeting was filed with the 
Clerk of the County of Ocean; 

5. On December 18, 2025, advance written notice of this meeting was mailed to all 
persons who, according to the records of the Ocean County Commission, paid 
for such notices on or after December 18, 2025. 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Roll Call and Announcements 
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4. Approval of Minutes, Regular Meeting, February 17, 2026 (Copy on file, Library 
Administration Office) 

Motion to approve: Mrs. Huller 
Second: Mrs. Peterson 

Roll Call: Ayes: Mrs. Huller, Ms. Mower, Mrs. Peterson, Mr. Mancini 

Passed unanimously 

5. Approval of Financial Statement, February 2026 (Copy on file, Library Administration Office) 

Motion to approve: 
Second: 

Mrs. Peterson 
Mrs. Huller 

Roll Call: Ayes: Mrs. Huller, Ms. Mower, Mrs. Peterson, Mr. Mancini 

Passed unanimously 

6. Personnel Actions (Copy on file, Library Administration Office) 

Motion to approve: 
Second: 

Mrs. Peterson 
Mrs. Huller 

Roll Call: Ayes: Mrs. Huller, Ms. Mower, Mrs. Peterson, Mr. Mancini 

Passed unanimously 

7. Approval of Bill Certificate List# 3 (Copy on file, Library Administration Office) 

Motion to approve: 
Second: 

Mrs. Peterson 
Mrs. Huller 

Roll Call: Ayes: Mrs. Huller, Ms. Mower, Mrs. Peterson, Mr. Mancini 

Passed unanimously 

8. Ratification of Salary Expenditures (Resolution on file, Library Administration Office) 

Motion to approve: 
Second: 

Mrs. Peterson 
Ms. Mower 

Roll Call: Ayes: Mrs. Huller, Ms. Mower, Mrs. Peterson, Mr. Mancini 

Passed unanimously 
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9. Director's Report 

Ms. Quinn reported on the following: 

Prom Dress Giveaway: Toms River Branch had its most successful opening day ever on 
Saturday, March 7, with 110 dresses given to teens. In total at the Toms River Branch from 
Saturday, March 7, through Tuesday, March 10, teens selected almost 200 dresses. The 
Prom Dress Giveaway is at the Little Egg Harbor Branch today and tomorrow, and it moves 
to the Jackson Branch on March 25 and March 26. Congratulations to our library staff for all 
their hard work in making this a special time for young people in Ocean County, especially 
Taya Pelino, Kassandra Penn, and Myah Vanderbilt. • 

Point Pleasant Boro Update: The Point Pleasant Baro Branch is getting new carpet 
throughout the Branch and new sheetrock, insulation and painting in damaged areas, and 
fumiture to replace what was damaged. This Remediation Plan was approved by the 
Insurance Carrier last week. Once all remediation work is completed, the Branch will reopen. 
The remediation looks like it will be substantially completed by the 2nd or 3rd week of April. 

The Friends of the Point Pleasant Baro Library has asked to use the parking lot for an 
upcoming bus trip. 

Point Pleasant Beach: Point Pleasant Beach's Children's Department is having some 
upgrades and will be receiving new furniture. 

10. Committee Reports 

Library Commission Cafe Space Committee: Mrs. Huller reported that the Committee had 
met twice during the month of February and surveyed the space for its best usage. Library 
staff were surveyed for their thoughts on the space. The Committee believes that the best 
use of the space would be that ofan intergenerational space mirroring the room that will be 
in the new Stafford Branch. The Toms River Library does not have an intergenerational 
space. This space could possibly consist of study rooms, quiet rooms, large print collections, 
magazines, newspapers, computers, and internet. She thanked the Committee. Mrs. 
Scaturro was. not present but did concur with the findings. 

Ocean County Commissioner Jennifier Bacchione asked if the space would be open to all 
and that the homeless would still be at the Library. 

Mr. Mancini stated that all in the community are welcome at the library and he will accept the 
proposal by the Committee. 

Ms. Siegler spoke about the new Stafford Branch and stated that they will have an 
intergenerational space leaning towards the senior community due to the senior services 
that are located in the new Stafford Branch's complex. 
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Motion to accept the recommendation of the Cafe Space Committee regarding 
the use of the library cafe based upon review and findings that the library be 
used consistently with those findings that it be an intergenerational facility and 
that we have the current tenant there until the end of April and we would not 
renew the lease: 

Roll Call: Ayes: 

Passed unanimously 

Second: 
Mrs. Peterson 
Ms. Mower 

Mrs. Hutler, Ms. Mower, Mrs. Peterson, Mr. Mancini 

Mr. Mancini thanked Rob Wood who was in attendance at the meeting for being a good 
partner and he respects the services that JBJ Soul Kitchen provides. 

Mr. Wood thanked the Library Commission for the opportunity and JBJ Soul Kitchen has 
made a big difference in the Community. JBJ has another location in Toms River and hopes 
to get those in need to that location and continue to fight food insecurity the best that they 
can. 

11. Communications 

Ms. Quinn stated that the New Jersey State Library had sent in a letter congratulating 
Ocean County Library on 100 years of service to the community. They also sent a 
centennial celebration award. 

12. New Business 

Resolutions 

A. Approving the revised 2026 Annual Budget resolution due to a typographical error; 

Bid Awards/ Change Orders/ Contracts 

B. Authorization to enter into a non-fair and open contract pursuant to the provisions of 
N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq. with Thomson Reuters for Westlaw Proflex at the Toms 
River Branch not to exceed $16,000.00 per year with the anticipated term of two (2) 
years and various legal reference materials at a cost not to exceed $7,000.00 per year; 

C. Approving a two (2) year contract agreement with Preferred Behavioral Health 
Consulting Group, Inc., for Employee Assistance Program (EAP) beginning April 1, 
2026, through March 31, 2028, at a first year (April 1, 2026, through March 31, 2027) 
cost of $3.70 per employee per month at a total cost not to exceed $23,310.00. Contract 
Number: (C-26-01 ); 

D. Approving Award of Bid to furnish Automatic Door Service and Repairs for the Ocean 
County Library System for the second year renewal option to Automatics Unlimited with 

Page 4 of 6 



a cost not to exceed $100,000.00 for the period of April 1, 2026, through March 31, 
2027. Contract Number: (C-25-02); 

E. Authorizing Award of Bid for the furnishing of Marketing Automation Software for the 
Ocean County Library for a twenty-four (24) month period at a cost not to exceed 
$30,000.00 annual with the option for two (2) one-year extensions to Springshare, LLC. 
Contract Number: (C-26-03); 

F. Approving Award of Bid for Lawn Mowing, Shrub Care, and Snow Removal Services for 
the period of April 1, 2026, through March 31, 2027, with a second year renewable 
option to RPM Landscaping Contractor, LLC as follows: 

Approvals 

Region II (B, P, PX, UP): yearly cost= $36,623.00 

Region 111 (BD, BGT, BKY, IH, LA, WA): yearly cost= $42,760.00 

Region IV (LBI, LEH, STF, TU): yearly cost= $31,180.00 

Region V (JA, LAK, MA, PL,): yearly cost= $61,500.00 

Contract Number: (C-26-02). 

G. Approving the Barnegat High Schools to place a small removeable outdoor art 
installation at the Barnegat Branch from April through June 2026; 

H. Approving the Lacey Branch to attend the Lacey Township Recreation Center's Teen 
Game Night on Friday, May 15, 2026, from 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.; 

I. Approving the Waretown Branch to atten.d the 150th Anniversary of the Township of 
Ocean Parade on Saturday, August 29, 2026, from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.; 

Donations 

J. Accepting a donation of $1,000.00 from the Ocean County Library Foundation to support 
the 2026 Autism Resources Fair; 

K. Accepting a donation of $500.00 from the Friends of the Jackson Branch to be used for 
juvenile programs at the Jackson Branch; 

L. Accepting a donation of $300.00 from the Friends of the Jackson Branch to be used for 
program supplies; 

M. Accepting a donation of $250.00 from NJ Warriors to be used at the discretion of the 
Jackson Branch; 

N. Accepting a donation of $250.00 from Mary Lapointe to be used for adult programs at 
the Jackson Branch; 

0. Accepting the donation of an outdoor bench for the Long Beach Island Branch valued at 
$771.00 from Samantha Ryan In Memory of her sister Kelly and their mental health 
initiative in her honor: Kelly's Haven of Hope; 

P. Accepting a donation of $2,435.00 from the Friends of the Plumsted Library to be used 
for program supplies, adult programs, youth programs, young adult programs, and 
juvenile programs at the Plumsted Branch; 
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Q. Accepting a donation of $1,000.00 from the Ocean County Library Foundation to support 
Juneteenth programming at the Toms River Branch. 

Approval of Items "A" through "Q": 

Motion to approve: Mrs. Huller 
Second: Mrs. Peterson 

Roll Call: Ayes: Mrs. Huller, Ms. Mower, Mrs. Peterson, Mr. Mancini 

Passed unanimously 

13. Old Business - No Old Business 

14. Public Comment - No Public Commented 

15. Closed Session - No Closed Session 

16. Move to adjourn: 
Second: 

Mrs. Peterson 
Mrs. Huller 

Roll Call: All members answered Aye 

Passed unanimously 

The meeting adjourned at 4: 15 p.m. 

~•~ectf,lly '"bmltted,~ . 

Harry T ~ Sec,etao 
Ocean County Library Commission 
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