OCEAN COUNTY LIBRARY COMMISSION
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
Tuesday, May 19, 2026

Attendees: QOcean County Library Commission
Henry J. Mancini, Chair
Susan L. Hutler, Vice Chair
Timothy McDonald
. Bonnie R. Peterson, Esq.
Ruthanne Scaturro
Absent: Lisa Mower
Other Attendees: Laura Benson, Esq. Library Counsel
Susan Quinn, Library Director
Presidi-ng: Henry J. Mancini, Chair

Mr. Mancini read the Open Public Meetings Act at 4:00 p.m.

1. In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of New JerSey, adequate
notice of this meeting of the Ocean County Library Commission was provided in the
following manner:

1.

On December 18, 2025, advance notice of this meeting was posted on the
Bulletin Board located in the entrance hall of the Ocean County Library, 101
Washington Street, Toms River, NJ;

On January 10, 2026, advance written notice of this meeting was published in the
Asbury Park Press; _

On January 10, 2026, advance written notice of this meeting was published in
The Press of Alfantic City,

On December 18, 2025, advance wrltten notice of this meeting was filed with the
Clerk of the County of Ocean;

On December 18, 2025, advance written notice of this meeting was mailed to all
persons who, accordmg to the records of the Ocean County Commission, pald
for such notices on or after December 18, 2025.

2. Pledge of Allegiance

3. Roll Call and Announcements

A motion was made to move tems "A” & “"C” in New Business to present retirement
resolutions:

Roll Call:

- Motion: - Mrs. Scaturro
Second: Mr. McDonald
Ail members answered Aye
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Ms. Fegan and Ms. Rosado were in attendance and were presented with their retirement
resolutions by Library Director Ms. Quinn and Library Commission Chair Mr. Mancini.

4. Presentation by Holman, Frenia, Allison, P.C.: 2025 Library Audit
Jerry Conaty and Evan Jensen of Holman, Frenia, Allison, P.C. spoke about the 2025 Audit
for the period of ending on December 31, 2025. The review found no finding of significate

deficiencies, materials weakness, or instances of noncompliance.

Mr. Mancini thanked Mr. Conaty and Mr. Jensen for their services and stated that the Library
is on sound footing and received a clean audit. He thanked Jessica Nappi, Chief Accountant
aiong with her team.

5. Approval of Minutes, Regular Meeting, April 21, 2026 (Copy on file, Library Administration
Office)

Motion to approve:  Mr. McDonald
Second: Mrs. Scaturro

Roll Call: Ayes: Mrs. Hutler, Mr. McDonald, Mrs. Peterson,
' Mrs. Scaturro, Mr. Mancini

Passed unanimeously

6. Approval of Financial Statement, April 2026 (Copy on file, Library Administration Office)

Motion to approve:  Mr. McDonald
Second: - Mrs. Hutler

Roll Call: Ayes: Mrs. Hutler, Mr. McDonald, Mrs. Peterson,
Mrs. Scaturro, Mr. Mancini

Passed unanimously

7. Personnel Actions (Copy on file, Library Administration Office)

Motion to approve:  Mrs. Hutler
Second: Mrs. Peterson

Roll Call: Ayes: Mrs. Hutler, Mr. McDonaId, Mrs. Peterson,
Mrs. Scaturro, Mr. Mancini

Passed unanimously
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8. Approval of Bill Certificate List # 5 (Copy on file, Library Administration Office)

Motion to approve:  Mr. McDonald
Second: Mrs. Scaturro

Roll Call: Ayes: Mrs. Hutler, Mr. McDonald, Mrs. Peterson,
Mrs. Scaturro, Mr. Mancini

Passed unanimously

9. Ratification of Salary Expenditures (Resolution on file, Library Administration Office)

Motion to approve:  Mrs. Hutler
Second: Mrs. Scaturro

Roll Call: = Ayes: Mrs. Hutler, Mr. McDonald, Mrs. Peterson,
Mrs. Scaturro, Mr. Mancini

Passed unanimously

10. Director's Report
Ms. Quinn reported on the following:

2026 Summer Reading: Ocean County Library is taking part in the New Jersey State
Library’s (NJSL) Summer Reading Program which begins in June. The 2026 Summer
Reading Program theme is “Unearth a Story,” focused on dinosaurs, paleontology, and
archaeology because this topic is very popular with children. The summer reading program
will inspire young readers to dig into a book, uncover hidden histories, or explore the past.
The New Jersey State Library is also highlighting the New Jersey’s revolutionary past in
summer 2026 with a reading list of children’s and teen books set in New Jersey during the
American Revolution to mark our nation’s 250th Anniversary.

Celebrating 250 Years of America in Summer 2026: This summer, Ocean County Library
is celebrating the 250th Anniversary of the United States at all 21 library locations
throughout the county with special programs and activities that promote reading and
learning about American history. We thank the Ocean County Library Foundation for its
generous $17,250.00 donation, which is funding 34 special programs across the library
system in celebration of America’s 250th Anniversary. | also thank Chief Librarian Natalie
Niziolek for coordinating these programs and Public Information Officer Sherri Taliercio and
the PR and Printing & Graphics team for creating the promotional materials, which were also
funded by the Library Foundation.

Ocean County Library Foundation: Additional thanks to the Ocean County Library
Foundation, whose total contribution to Ocean County Library is $30,000.00 as reflected in
item “L”. under Donations. This includes $10,500.00 or $500.00 per branch, for library
programs; $1,000.00 for the Individuals with Developmental Disabilities Dance; and
$1.000.00 for the 3 Annual LGBTQIA+ Information Fair, both of which will be held in fall
2026.
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Donations: Three (3) donations totaling $1,800.00 were received from the Jackson Friends
of the Library for children’s and teens programs and summer reading; and $200.00 from the
Friends of the Pleasant Beach Branch for the Branch scavenger hunt that encourages
people to explore the branch and its collection of reading materials and other offerings.

Ocean County Library received a surprise gift of $10,000.00 in January for the Lakewood
Branch from the Carnegie Corporation of New York in celebration of the 250" Anniversary of
the Declaration of Independence. | asked Sara Siegler and Chief Librarian Natalie Niziolek
to work with the Lakewood Branch Manager and staff on ideas for this generous donation.

The staff would like to use these funds toward the Lakewood Branch’s book coilection and
to support space for displaying and enjoying reading. The funds will be used to begin a
Hebrew children’s book collection for younger children, specifically board books which was a
request from a community member at last November's Library Commission meeting and a
Yiddish books collection for adults; front-facing book holders; new tables and chairs for the
reference reading area; and updated signage and a mounting display for the Branch TV.
This was reviewed with the Library Commission’s Public Services Committee.

OCL Homebound and Volunteers Services: In April, the Library's Homebound and
Volunteer Services department donated toiletry items collected through the Sparks’ Best
Friends Forever Reading Club Outreach {o the Department of Child Protection and
Placement. The Barnegat, Jackson, Lacey, Little Egg Harbor, Toms River and Waretown
branches collected more than 4,000 items making this the most successful drive since its
inception in 2019. The Sparks Best Friends Forever initiative, named after Library mascot
Sparks the dragon. See item “F" under Approvals for information about their Summer Drive.

ltem “J”: The Lacey Branch will participate in the Lacey Police Department’s cop card
program which is very popular beginning in the fall of 2026 through April 2027.

Item “H”: We need to close the Brick Branch June 17 — 19 for HVAC rooftop unit
maintenance.

Finally, books are being moved into the new Stafford Library following the closure of the
old library building on May 1.

11. Committee Reports
Ocean County Library Foundation: Mrs. Hutler stated that the Library Foundation is

meeting on Thursday. They are working on an event on a Saturday in September to honor
the Friends of the Library on behalf of the Library Foundation's 25" Anniversary.

12. Communications — No Communications
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13. New Business

Resolutions

A

Honoring Theresa Fegan, Principal Library Assistant, Berkeley Branch as she retires on
June 1, 2026, after twenty-five (25) years of dedicated service to the Ocean County
lerary,

Honorlng Linda Golden, Graphic Artist 2, Printing & Graphics as she retires on
June 1, 2026, after twenty -five (25) years of dedicated service to the Ocean County
lerary, :

Honoring Yvonne Rosado, Senior Library Assistant, Toms River Branch as she retires
on June 1, 2028, after twenty (20) years of ded|cated service to the Ocean County
Library;

Authorizing a resolution approving the Ocean County Library’s Disbursement Poltcy, in
the General Policy Manual, A.18.7,; :

Authorizing a resolution to distribute requests for proposals for the provision of Library
Collection Performance Software for the Ocean County Library System;

Bid Awards / Change Orders / Contracts

Approvals

F.

Approving the Homebound & Volunteer Services Department to host a Summer
Toiletries donation drive at six (6) branches: Brick Branch, Long Beach island Branch;
Point Pleasant Beach Branch, Point Pleasant Borough Branch, Toms River Branch and
the Upper Shores Branch and distribute the items to the Ocean County Division of
Children and Families centers;

Approving the Friends of the Beachwood Branch to host and sponsor The Hmdenburg
Experience offsite at Beachwood’s Mayo Park Center on September 3, 2026;

Approving the closure of the Brick Branch, June 17 — 19, 2026, for HVAC rooftop unit
maintenance;

Approving the Trustees of the Island Heights Library to participate in the Town-Wide
Yard Sale on May 30, 2026, and sell “Blind Date with a Book” packages for $10.00 each;

Approving the Lacey Branch to partner with the Lacey Police Department on the Lacey
Department Cop Card Program beginning in the fall of 2026 through April 2027;

Approving Upper Shores Branch to host the Ocean County Connections Van in the
Branch parking lot on September 10, 2028, from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m ;

Donations

L.

Accepting a total donation of $30,000.00 from the Ocean County Library Foundatlon
$17,250.00 for system “Happy 250" Anniversary Birthday USA” programs, $10,500.00
for each Branch to have $500.00 for programming, $1,000.00 for the Individuals with
Developmental Disabilities Dance, and $1,000.00 for the 34 Annual LGBTQIA+ Fair;
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14,

15.

186.

M. Accepting a donation of $500.00 from the Jackson Friends of the Library for Young Adult

Programs at the Jackson Branch;

N. Accepting a donation of $300.00 from the Jackson Friends of the Library for Juvenile

Programs at the Jackson Branch;

0. Accepting a donation of $1,000.00 from the Jackson Friends of the Library for Summer

Reading Prizes;

P. Accepting a donation of $200.00 from the Friends of the Point Pleasant Beach for the

purchase of prizes for the Branch’s ongoing scavenger hunt.

Approval of items “B” and “D” through “P":

Motion to approve:  Mr. McDonald
Second: Mrs. Scaturro

Roli Call: Ayes: Mrs. Hutler, Mr. McDonald, Mrs. Peterson,
Mrs. Scaturro, Mr. Mancini

" Passed unanimousiy

Qld Business — No Oid Business

Public Comment

County Commissioner Jennifier Bacchoine stated that she is trying to visit ali 21 library
locations again this year and she is excited for the new Stafford Branch Library to open
s00N. :

Closed Session for contractual matteré.

Motion to approve;  Mr. McDonald
Second: Mrs. Scaturro

Roll Call: Ayes: Mrs. Hutler, Mr. McDonald, Mrs. Peterson,
Mrs. Scaturro, Mr. Mancini

Passed unanimously

Motion to return to Open Session:

Mr. McDonald
Second: Mrs. Scaturro
Roll Call: All members answered Aye

Passed unanimously
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17. Move to adjourn: Mr. McDonald
Second: Mrs. Scaturro

Roll Call; ~ All members answered Aye

Passed unanimousiy

The meeting adjourned at 5:09 p.m.
Respectfully Submitte |

Harry T. v e Jr. Secretary
Ocean County Library Commission
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